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We keep growing even as we age individually. We have changed our
meeting times to 5:30 P.M on the the third Wednesday of the month which
falls on the 19%"., both in February and March.

Tillamook is lucky to have two very good resources for Veteran’s in need.
You should know about them.


mailto:codger817@gmail.com

Tillamook County Veterans

.,

nServices -

Tillamook County Veteran’s Services operates out of offices that are in the
basement of the Courthouse at 2", and Laurel. They are at the south end
of building just downstairs from where you enter.

Nicholas Torres is Tillamook’s Veteran’s Service officer is himself an
Afghanistan veteran. He works with two coordinators, Heidi Rieger and
Susan Moran.

There are an estimated 2,500 veterans in the county, about 10% of the
population.

Nick and the co-ordinators do all they can to assist veterans in finding a
place in the community and assist in their dealings with the Veteran’s
Administration. Among the things they help with are; Service-Connected
Compensation Claims, Non-Service Connected Pension Claims, signing
up for VA Health Care, assisting dependents with VA Burial Benefits,
arranging travel to VA Medical Facilities, Filing appeals, connecting
Veterans to other social services, conducting Veterans Outreach, and
advocating for Veteran’s Suicide Awareness.

The office and staff are funded by a tax levy that brings in about $350K
each year. Oregon State Department of Veteran Affairs supplements the
office with about $90K each year.

VA pensions and compensation contribute about 12 million dollars a year
to the economy of Tillamook County.

The office can be contacted by phone at 503-842-4358 or email at
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Helping Veterans With a Hand Up,
Not a Hand Out! Netarts Bay, Oregon

Veterans Repair Solutions is another local resource for veterans,
particularly those suffering from PTSD and other problems. It was founded
4 years ago by John Henry when he recognized a need in veterans that
returned from their term of service, damaged by PTSD and other trauma.

They provide transitional accommodations, employment opportunities, and
resources needed for veteran to gain independence.

They also are behind the first Saturday Service program. On the first
Saturday of the month, they form a crew and assist a veteran with repairs
or maintenance of their property. Last month they cleared blackberry
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bushes that were threatening to engulf a veterans yard.

They can be contacted at 503-457-5450 or by email at
admin@yveteransrepairsolutions.com

They welcome visitors at 4900 Netarts Highway West, Tillamook, OR
97141

OBITUARY: Robert Kent McLaughlin — August 20, 1943 — February 2, 2025

Robert Kent McLaughlin was born August 20, 1943 in Pocatello, Idaho to
Talbot and Kathleen (Miley) McLaughlin and passed away February 2, 2025
in Tillamook, Oregon at the age of 81.

Robert lived in LaGrande, The Dalles and then in Portland where he
attended high school. After school, he served in the US Navy from 1961 to
1965. Robert was working at the Pendleton Woolen Mill when he met and
later married Charlotte F. Dowd in 1979. Robert later worked for Cascade
Rubber Mill and eventually settled in Tillamook in 1983 and worked for the
Tillamook Creamery as Project Engineer. Robert retired in 2005.

Robert was active in his retirement, fishing, hunting, shooting guns, taking
pictures of family events, woodworking, playing the slots at the casino, and
had a talent of fixing anything broken.

Robert is survived by his loving wife Charlotte McLaughlin, 3 children

Tira (Jeff) Collett, Mirra (Adam) Bowers and Tyler (Melissa) McLaughlin. 7
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grandchildren, Haylee Stinnett, Hannah (Alex) Kasper, Michael Horton,
Charlee Horton, Madilyn Stinnett, Hunter McLaughlin and Natalie
McLaughlin.

Arrangements in care of Waud’s Funeral Home. At Robert’s request, there
will be no funeral held.

Robert and | were in the military in the same era, different branches but both
doing our duty as we swore to do. We did spend 22 years together at the
Creamery, making sure the cheese kept moving. He was the “smarter guy” |
went to with technical problems beyond me.

Robert and |, like most veterans, did our enlistments and came out stronger
and smarter. We brought back to our community leadership skills and
technical training. We brought back higher levels of maturity and confidence.
Not all our brothers and sisters were so lucky. Some of us finished our
enlistments, broken in body, broken in spirit.

| fear there are political winds seeking to shirk our obligations to veterans in
need of assistance. We need to resist any suggestions that what we do for
veterans is waste or inefficiency. We owe them both for what was taken from
them and for what they have brought back to our communities.

Nick Torres and Rick Stelzig took a road trip to Lebanon, Oregon to visit
an up and running youth air rifle program associated with the Junior ROTC
(Reserve Officer Training Corps) We would like to start up a similar
program in Tillamook.



Commander Lindsey has installed donation boxes at the Elks, Eagles, and
Moose lodges. There are also boxes at the Rendezvous, Pacific, Kitty’s,
and Dutch Mill restaurants. There is one more at the Tillamook Gun Club.

| thought it was great that he generating revenue with his bottle and cans
program, and now this. What’s the Army phrase, oou rah! ? Way to go,
Kevin!

Anybody up to start a bowling program? It could be fun.

Upcoming events

March 6, veteran’s lunch at Dutchmill restaurant, starting at 1330 (1:30PM)
verteran talk and socialization

April 26 and 27 at Tillamook Fairgrounds, Home and Garden show, raffles
and showing our face. That’s where | got snagged into the Legion last
year. Maybe there’s more out there.






